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than the juice of sound, ripe grapes,
imitation wine, compounds sold as
wine, vermouth, cider, perry, and sake;
in each instance only if containing not
less than 7 percent, and not more than
24 percent of alcohol by volume, and if
for nonindustrial use.

Subpart C—Applications

§ 13.21 Application for certificate.

(a) Form of application. An applicant
for a certificate of label approval, cer-
tificate of exemption from label ap-
proval, or distinctive liquor bottle ap-
proval, must send or deliver signed du-
plicate copies of ATF Form 5100.31,
‘‘Application For And Certification/Ex-
emption Of Label/Bottle Approval’’ to
the Product Compliance Branch, Bu-
reau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms,
Washington, DC 20226. If the applica-
tion complies with applicable laws and
regulations, a certificate of label ap-
proval, certificate of exemption from
label approval, or distinctive liquor
bottle approval will be issued. If the
approval is qualified in any manner,
such qualifications will be set forth in
the appropriate space on the form.

(b) Time period for action on applica-
tion. Within 90 days of receipt of an ap-
plication, the Product Compliance
Branch must notify the applicant
whether the application has been ap-
proved or denied. The Product Compli-
ance Branch may extend this period of
time once by an additional 90 days if it
finds that unusual circumstances re-
quire additional time to consider the
issues presented by an application. If
the Product Compliance Branch ex-
tends the period, it must notify the ap-
plicant by letter, along with a brief ex-
planation of the issues presented by
the label. If the applicant receives no
decision from the Product Compliance
Branch within the time periods set
forth in this paragraph, the applicant
may file an appeal as provided in § 13.25
of this part.

§ 13.22 Withdrawal of applications.

A person who has filed an application
for a certificate of label approval, cer-
tificate of exemption from label ap-
proval, or distinctive liquor bottle ap-
proval, may withdraw such application

at any time before ATF takes action
on the application.

§ 13.23 Notice of denial.
Whenever an application for a certifi-

cate of label approval, certificate of ex-
emption from label approval, or dis-
tinctive liquor bottle approval is de-
nied, a Product Compliance Branch
Specialist must issue to the applicant a
notice of denial on ATF Form 5190.1,
entitled ‘‘ATF F 5100.31 Correction
Sheet,’’ briefly setting forth the rea-
sons why the label or bottle is not in
compliance with the applicable laws or
regulations. The applicant may then
submit a new application for approval
after making the necessary correc-
tions.

§ 13.25 Appeal of qualification or de-
nial.

(a) Form of appeal. If an applicant for
a certificate of label approval, certifi-
cate of exemption from label approval,
or distinctive liquor bottle approval
wishes to appeal the qualified approval
or denial of an application, the appli-
cant may file a written appeal with the
Chief, Product Compliance Branch,
within 45 days after the date of the no-
tice of qualification or denial. The ap-
peal should explain why the applicant
believes that the label or bottle is in
compliance with applicable laws and
regulations. If no appeal is filed within
45 days after the date of the notice of
qualification or denial, the notice will
be the final decision of ATF.

(b) Informal resolution. Applicants
may choose to pursue informal resolu-
tion of disagreements regarding correc-
tion sheets or qualifications by re-
questing an informal conference with
the Specialist or the Chief, Product
Compliance Branch. However, formal
administrative appeals must comply
with the provisions of paragraph (a) of
this section.

§ 13.26 Decision after appeal of quali-
fication or denial.

(a) Decision. After considering any
written arguments or evidence pre-
sented by the applicant, the Chief,
Product Compliance Branch, must
issue a written decision to the appli-
cant. If the decision is that the quali-
fied approval or denial should stand, a
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